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69th Year, Issue No. 3 

March 2018 

Municipal Election Notice 1 

Community  News 2 

Community News Continued 3 

ATTENTION FOREST HEIGHTS RESIDENTS 

TOWN OF FOREST HEIGHTS                                

MUNICIPAL  ELECTION 

MARCH 14, 2018 
CANDIDATES FOR WARD I 

CALVIN WASHINGTON 

CANDIDATES FOR WARD II 

JONATHAN KENNEDY, II — INCUMBENT 

CYNTHIA MANN 

CANDIDATES FOR WARD III 

BRIAN MCLAURIN— INCUMBENT 

LARRY STONER 

**************************** 

TOWN ELECTION WEDNESDAY MARCH 14, 2018 

POLLS OPEN AT 11:00 A.M.— CLOSE AT 8:00 P.M. 

Mayor/Council Meeting, Wednesday March 21, 2018 at 8:00   

During the Meeting the winning candidates will be sworn in. 

Polling Place: 

Town Municipal Building 

5508 Arapahoe Drive 

Message from the Mayor’s Office 
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Town Community News 

911 HANG UP                            

ASSAULT REPORT                 

ASSIST OUTSIDE AGENCY                         

BURGLAR ALARM (Residential)  

CHECK ON WELFARE      

COURT                                       

DISORDERLY SUBJECT(s)      

DOMESTIC DISPUTE                    

E.P.S                                          

FIGHT IN PROGRESS               

OFFICER IN TROUBLE          

OPEN DOOR                              

PANIC ALARM                     

PROPERTY DAMAGE (auto)            

RESIDENT SECURITY CHECK 

STOLEN AUTO (Recovered)     

SUSPICIOUS SUJECT(s)         

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE           

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE (occupied)                               

THEFT                                   

THEFT REPORT                                       

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 

1  

1      

12

2    

3 

4  

9 

3 

1 

2   

1   

1   

1   

2 

3 

1  

6 

3 

3 

4 

3 

6 

TRAFFIC COMPLAINT          

TRAFFIC CONTROL                

TRESPASSER(s) ON FIELD                                         

UNKNOWN TROUBLE                     

VANDALISM                                      

Total Calls Handled:  

     3               

1           

1    

2             

1   

80 

FOREST HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT CALLS FOR SERVICE FEBRUARY  

 POLICE STATION               

5508 ARAPAHOE DRIVE 

This Station is Open  

to the Public      

Monday through Friday 

    8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 Town Hall Station             

301-839-4040  

(Emergency) 911 

(Non-Emergency)             

(301) 352-1200 

Neighborhood Watch 

ATTENTION ALL FOREST 

HEIGHTS RESIDENTS 

Help us keep a lid on crime in 

our community 2018. 

TOWN OF FOREST 

HEIGHTS                       

INFORMATION LINE 

The Town of Forest Heights 

now offers an automated     

Information Line, which will 

provide upcoming events 

and general  notifications.  

Residents can call 240-493-

6998 and listen to the     

message. 

 

 

 NEW POLICE OFFICERS 

We are excited to introduce our newest members of the Forest Heights   

Police Department. (pictured on left) Zavion Adams, Dominick Paige, and 

Anthony Rease were sworn in at a ceremony by Mayor Muhammad and 

Police Chief Mitchell. Congratulations to the new recruits. We know that 

you will protect and serve the Town faithfully.  

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The Town of Forest Heights is seeking an intern. We 

are looking for someone with  technology             

background to update and maintain the Town’s public  

website. Please contact 

shawkins@forestheightsmd.gov for more information.  
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Town Community News (continued) 

ORDINANCE NO. 01 - 18  

THE TOWN OF FOREST HEIGHTS INFRASTRUCTURE BONDS, 2018 SERIES A 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF FOREST HEIGHTS, A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF    

MARYLAND (THE “ISSUER”), PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED ONE MILLION FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($1,050,000.00) OF BONDS OF THE 

TOWN OF FOREST HEIGHTS, MARYLAND, TO BE KNOWN AS “THE TOWN OF FOREST HEIGHTS,                      

INFRASTRUCTURE BONDS, 2018 SERIES A” (OR BY SUCH OTHER OR ADDITIONAL DESIGNATIONS AS           

REQUIRED BY THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION IDENTIFIED HEREIN) (THE “BONDS”), TO 

BE ISSUED AND SOLD PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS   4-101 THROUGH 4‑255 OF THE       

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ARTICLE OF THE ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND, AS 

AMENDED, FOR THE PURPOSE OF (I) PROVIDING ALL OR A PORTION OF THE FUNDS NECESSARY FOR          

FINANCING AND/OR REFINANCING ROADWAY IMPROVMENTS, (II) FUNDING A PORTION OF A CAPITAL     

RESERVE FUND AND (III) PAYING ISSUANCE AND OTHER COSTS RELATED TO THE BONDS; PROVIDING THAT 

THE BONDS SHALL BE ISSUED UPON THE FULL FAITH AND CREDIT OF THE ISSUER; PROVIDING FOR THE 

DISBURSEMENT OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALE OF THE BONDS AND FOR THE LEVY OF ANNUAL TAXES 

UPON ALL ASSESSABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE ISSUER FOR THE PAYMENT OF 

THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON THE BONDS AS THEY SHALL RESPECTIVELY MATURE; PROVIDING 

FOR THE FORM, TENOR, DENOMINATION, MATURITY DATE OR DATES AND OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE 

BONDS; PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF THE BONDS; AND PROVIDING FOR RELATED PURPOSES, INCLUDING 

(WITHOUT LIMITATION) THE METHOD OF FIXING THE INTEREST RATE OR RATES TO BE BORNE BY THE 

BONDS, THE APPROVAL, EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF DOCUMENTS, AGREEMENTS, CERTIFICATES AND    

INSTRUMENTS AND THE MAKING OF OR PROVIDING FOR THE MAKING OF REPRESENTATIONS AND      

COVENANTS CONCERNING THE TAX STATUS OF INTEREST ON THE BONDS. 

GREETINGS FROM MARYLAND DELEGATE JAY WALKER! 

I bring you greetings from Annapolis as the Chair of the House Prince George’s County Delegation. Your Delegation has been      

working hard this session and we are honored to represent the Town of Forest Heights. At the time of writing this, we are around the 

mid-point of the  90-day legislative session. There is a lot of work left to do - I wanted to take a moment and provide you an update and            

opportunity for you to engage with your state leaders who serve you. 

I consider myself blessed to be able to work on the issues impacting our families and the work we do in  Annapolis is important.  For   

example, after years of deliberation and hard work, this session we are finally moving paid sick leave forward. I serve on the Ways and 

Means Committee and we consider measures to improve public education, opportunities to reexamine tax laws, and oversee Mary-

land’s gaming industry. In addition to my work on the Committee, I was also appointed to the Joint Committee on Gaming Oversight. 

There is a powerful ongoing conversation about how to make communities like Forest Heights whole when our casinos are earning 

record   revenues each month. I know there is a lot we can do in the future for Forest Heights with powerful partners like MGM, the 

National Harbor and Rivertowne in the Town’s backyard. 

Within my Committee, I am also the Chair of the Revenues Subcommittee. We see so many pieces of  legislation that we have to    

divide them among subcommittees to ensure all bills get a fair look from the    Delegates. This year, especially, we have a high volume 

of legislation and a lot to consider. At times, the bills we have before us are complicated government finance bills and I’m grateful for 

the experience I’ve had that helps me wade through the intricacies of the new proposals. When I review legislation, I constantly       

consider how the bills will impact towns like Forest Heights - from the working families trying to make it each month to the seniors 

who are on fixed incomes - this work is rewarding, yet challenging as well. 

I look forward to providing a full update at the conclusion of session to let you know how we fared and what changes you might     

expect. Please know my door is always open and I encourage you to contact me if you have any questions (email 

jay.walker@house.state.md.us) 

Sincerely, 

Delegate Jay Walker, District 26 

mailto:jay.walker@house.state.md.us
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Town Community News (continued) 

SEMINAR SERIES: COUPON SAVINGS 

On February 12, the Town of Forest Heights hosted a  

Coupon Seminar, which instructed participants on how to 

effectively utilize coupons for the most savings. We re-

ceived a lot of positive feedback about the helpfulness of 

the course, and hope to offer it again in the future.  

 Forest Heights Healthy Heights  SEMINAR ON 

SMOKE DETECTOR 

The Town of Forest Heights will be 

hosting a Smoke Detector Seminar on 

Monday, March 12 from 1-2pm.       

Attendance is free. We will be          

discussing the new State Smoke       

Detector Law, how it applies to you, 

and  fire safety measures you can take. 

We hope to see you there! 

 Are you doing all you can for your Health?  

Forest Heights 

Exercise 

Classes    
 Monday and 

Wednesday,  

Class Begins 

at 12:00(noon) 

We regret to inform you of the passing of 
Mayor Muhammad’s sister on  Saturday, 
February 19th, 2018.Our thoughts are with 
her at this time. Town of Forest Heights 
Council and Staff.  
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Town Community News (continued) 

 STATE LEGISLATURE NEWS! 
  March is a great time to engage with your legislators and find out 

what’s happening in Annapolis. The Maryland General Assembly 

website is easy to use and full of information for you to learn more 

about your legislators, their proposals, and statewide legislative    

efforts. Visit http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/ and try it out! 

  If you’re interested, we at Greenwill Consulting Group (your Town’s 

government affairs team) will schedule time to walk through the  

website and provide you an overview of how to navigate the pages. 

Email Sheena at sbowles@greenwillgroup.com to schedule time with 

us. 

  Your Mayor and Town Council have asked us to empower residents 

with the knowledge and tools they need to learn more about their 

government. Greenwill will proudly be hosting an advocacy training 

session this summer and if you have ideas of things you’d like to learn 

about, please email us.In the short term, take the time to learn about 

your state government and use the resources available to you to get 

involved! Things happen fast in Annapolis during the Session and 

your voice matters. 

We Need your Help! Come support the 

 Transportation Senate Bill 516 
Important legislation on transportation revenue will soon be heard in 

the Maryland General  Assembly!   Senate Bill 516, Transportation – 

Highway User  Revenues – Distribution is scheduled  to be heard in 

the Senate Budget and  Taxation    Committee on March 7 at 1pm. 

This bill would restore Municipal  Highway User Revenues to    

counties and municipalities across the state. This means that obsolete 

distribution will be repealed and municipalities will get the          

percentage of funds they need to fix local roads. The Maryland    

Municipal League is encouraging residents to contact their legislators 

for District 26 (Senator    Anthony Muse, Delegates Tony Knotts, Jay 

Walker, and Kris Valderrama) in support of SB 516.  Emails can be 

found at the MGA website at  mgaleg.maryland.gov. Please plan to 

attend the hearings. MML will be providing lunch at 11:30 a.m. at 

MML headquarters, 1212 West St., Annapolis, MD and will be   

providing bus transportation to and from the hearings. Please RSVP 

to Kevin Connors at 410-268-5514 or kevinc@mdmunicipal.org. 

The Limitless Dancing Warriorettes LLC, under the direction of 

Nicole Moseley, and proudly sponsored  by the  Town of Forest 

Heights partnered with Girls Got Gifts, Founder Angie Vines, and 

the Fort Myers Police Department on Saturday, March 3rd for a  

powerful workshop on Anti-Bullying administered by Detective Stacey Wilson, Officer Lanessa Ferguson and Private First Class 

Taylor Highsmith. A wealth of information was shared with our community youth, teens, young adults and parents about internet 

safety, bullying, sexing and an array of other topics.    

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/
mailto:sbowles@greenwillgroup.com


Forest Heights March 2018                                                                                    6 

 

Town Community News (continued) 

Forest Heights Annual  

COME OUT AND HELP OUR             

COMMUNITY GO GREEN! 

April 21st 2018, 9:00 AM–  12:00 Noon 

We are looking for volunteers for our Annual 

 Cleanup Stream. Please come out and help! 

 

Students may earn Community service hours. 

Bring your Documents! 

The Town of Forest Heights Shredding 

day will be on April 16th. Bring in any 

papers/documents to the municipal   

building that you longer need and want shredded. 

Come out and support the town’s recycling        

initiative! 

Save the date for upcoming events 

YOU ARE  INVITED TO          

ATTEND THE TOWN         

ELECTION MARCH 14, 2018 

11:00  AM UNTIL 8:00 PM 

5508 ARAPAHOE DRIVE     

FOREST HEIGHTS MD 20745 

Who are the Candidates 

Ward I 

Calvin Washington 

Ward II 

Jonathan Kennedy, II—Incumbent 

Cynthia Mann 

Ward III 

Brian McLaurin— Incumbent 

Larry Stoner 
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Town Community News (continued) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 Bulk Trash 3 Items of 

Less 

2  

Kadim al Sahir 

singer MGM 9pm 

3 Dance Class       

8-18yrs 9-12 Noon 

SAT forum Oxon 

Hill High School  

8:30am 

4 Jim Gaffigan: 

The Fixer Upper 

MGM 7pm 

 

Sunday Shoreline 

Sweep-up Oxon 

Cove Park 1pm 

5 Senior Exercise Classes        

12-1pm                          

Public Hearing Town Hall 

6:30 pm                   

MAYOR/ COUNCIL 

WORK  SESSION 

7:30pm 

6  

Del. Walker Town 

Hall 6:30pm Bock 

Road Complex 

7 Senior Exercise Classes        

12-1pm                              

Afternoon Tea: The Damon 

Forman Trio 9:30am-1030am 

Harmony Hall  

 

8 Bulk Trash 3 Items of 

Less 

Women’s History Photo 

Game Oxon Hill    

Library 3pm 

9 Big Apple Circus 

7pm  137  National 

Plaza, National  

Harbor 

10  

Women, Wealth 

and Wellness  

Conference 9am-

1pm Harborside 

Hotel Oxon Hill 

11  

Daylight Savings 

Time Spring    

Forward begins  

12 Senior Exercise Classes        

12-1pm                          

Smoke Detector Seminar   
1-2pm  Trash, Yard Waste 

and Recycling 

13 Oxon Hill Library 

Community Book 

Discussion  “The 

Scarlet Letter”         

3-5pm 

14 MUNICIPAL       

ELECTION at 

Town Hall       

11am-8pm  

15 Bulk Trash 3 Items 

of Less                        

Senior Exercise  12-1pm                               

Widespread Panic 

MGM 8pm 

16  

 

17 Dance Class     

8-18yrs 9-12 Noon 

St Patrick’s Day 

18  

 

KEM R+B /jazz 

performance 

MGM theater 

8pm 

19 Senior Exercise Classes        

12-1pm 

Trash, Yard Waste and 

Recycling 

Leaders are Readers Book 

Club Oxon Hill Library 

5:30pm 

 

20 The Story of Anne 

Frank matinee,  

10:15 AM Publick 

Playhouse, Cheverly 

March Madness 

Yoga 6pm            

Glenarden          

Community Center 

21 Senior Exercise Classes         

12-1pm                               

MAYOR/COUNCIL 

TOWN MEETING 

8:00p.m.    

 

22 Bulk Trash 3 Items 

of Less 

Atlantic Sectionals 

Quad Rugby          

Tournament– Bock 

Road Regional       

complex-all day 

through Saturday 

23 Women’s History 

Trivia Game Oxon 

Hill Library 3-5pm 

24 Dance Class     

8-18yrs 9-12 Noon 

 

25  26 Trash, Yard Waste and 

Recycling 

Senior Exercise Class       

12-1pm 

27 Kids Achieve Club 

Oxon Hill Library 

5:30pm 

28 Senior Exercise Classes    

12-1:00pm 

University and Community 

Band Concert, UMD 8pm 

29 Bulk Trash 3 Items 

of Less 

30 Women’s History 

Photo Game Oxon 

Hill Library 3-5pm 

31 Dance Class     

8-18yrs 9-12 Noon 

Big Apple Circus 

10pm 

MARCH 2018 

COMMUNITY REMINDERS 

 Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 11 at 2:00 AM. Don’t forget to set your clocks forward 1 hour. 

 Applications for the Weatherization Assistance  program can be picked up at the Municipal Building.         

Additional  information is available by contacting  Sherletta Hawkins at 301-839-1030.   

 Questions about the state smoke detector law? The Town of Forest Heights is hosting a seminar on  Monday, March 12 

from 1-2 pm. 

 TOWN ELECTIONS for Wards I, II, and III for councilmember Wednesday, March 14 from 11am-8pm at TOWN HALL.  

 Strong winds may bring down trees, so it is important to exercise “self help” when trimming branches. Any person who 

desires to cut down or trim any roadside tree must apply to either the Maryland Department of Natural Resources or the 

local government (county or municipality) for a permit.  The owner of an urban tree, such as in Forest Heights, typically 

has a higher legal duty to use reasonable care to protect the safety of others.   

 The weather is warming, so please keep your yards maintained! Spring means increased rodent populations, so be sure to 

keep your trash containers secure, clean up any leaves or debris on the ground, and cut grass and weeds low. Thank you for 

your cooperation.  

 Tax season is almost over, so be sure to complete your  income taxes by April 15. Don’t forget to type TOWN OF FH into 

the town/taxing area so that the revenue comes back to the Town of Forest Heights. 

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE MARCH 14, 2018 
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Town Community News (continued) 

*****************EWCRWSS**** 

 

Local Forest Heights  

Post Customer 

PRSWRT STD 

ECRWSS 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

 Mayor Habeeb-Ullah Muhammad—ext. 1223 
Hmuhammad@forestheightsmd.gov 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Ward I 

C. Lynn Smith-Barnes 

csmithbarnes@forestheightsmd.gov 

Robert Barnes  

rbarnes@forestheightsmd.gov 

Ward II 

Jonathon Kennedy II 

jkennedy2@forestheightsmd.gov 

Theresa Brownson 

Tbrownson@forestheightsmd.gov 

Ward III 

Taunya Hines  

Thines@forestheightsmd.gov 

Brian McLaurin 

bmclaurin@forestheightsmd.gov 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

Sherletta Hawkins, Town Clerk—ext. 1233 

Administrative Assistant—ext. 1229 

shawkins@forestheightsmd.gov 

Leittia Vaughn, Town Treasurer-ext. 1235 

lvaughn@forestheightsmd.gov 

Veronica Owens, Grant Writer—ext.1232 

VOwens@forestheightsmd.gov 

Larry Vaughn,  

Public Work Director—ext 1231 

LDVaughn@forestheightsmd.gov 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

(301) 839-4040 

Chief of Police Pablo Mitchell—ext. 1224 

pmitchell@forestheightsmd.gov 

Latessa Crawford, Police Clerk—ext. 1225 

lcrawford@forestheightsmd.gov 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFC 

Rick Smith—ext. 1228 

Joseph Hawkins—ext.1228 

codeenforcement@forestheightsmd.gov 

Non-Emergency  (301) 749-4900 
EMERGENCY  DIAL  911  

www.forestheightsmd.gov 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

Phone (301) 839-1030      Fax (301) 839-9236 
8:30a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

www.forestheightsmd.gov 

Information Line: (240)-493-6998 

Trash/Recycle Collection is to be placed at the 
Curb the Night before Collection 

PICK-UP DAYS BEGIN AT 6:30 a.m.  

MONDAY—Recycle; Trash and Yard Waste  

THURSDAY—Bulk. Call ahead for METAL PICK-UP  

Metal placed on the curb will be picked up by Public 
Works for a   minimum of $35.00 paid in advance. 

Propane Tank Pick-ups are $30 each. 

 Mayor Habeeb-Ullah Muhammad—ext. 1223 

Hmuhammad@forestheightsmd.gov 

TOWN COUNCIL 

Ward I 

C. Lynn Smith-Barnes 

csmithbarnes@forestheightsmd.gov 

Robert Barnes  

rbarnes@forestheightsmd.gov 

Ward II 

Jonathon Kennedy II 

jkennedy2@forestheightsmd.gov 

Theresa Brownson 

Tbrownson@forestheightsmd.gov 

Ward III 

Taunya Hines  

Thines@forestheightsmd.gov 

Brian McLaurin 

bmclaurin@forestheightsmd.gov 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

Linwood Robinson, Town Administrator– ext. 1234 

lrobinson@forestheightsmd.gov 

Sherletta Hawkins, Town Clerk—ext. 1233 

shawkins@forestheightsmd.gov 

Kathleen Via, Administrative  Assistant—ext. 1229 

kvia@forestheightsmd.gov 

Leittia Vaughn, Town Treasurer-ext. 1235 

lvaughn@forestheightsmd.gov 

Larry Vaughn,  

Public Work Director—ext 1231 

LDVaughn@forestheightsmd.gov 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

(301) 839-4040 

Chief of Police Pablo Mitchell—ext. 1224 

pmitchell@forestheightsmd.gov 

Latessa Crawford, Police Clerk—ext. 1225 

lcrawford@forestheightsmd.gov 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFC 

Rick Smith—ext. 1228 

Joseph Hawkins—ext.1228 

codeenforcement@forestheightsmd.gov 

Information Line (240) 493-6998 

Non-Emergency  (301) 352-1200 

EMERGENCY  DIAL  911  

www.forestheightsmd.gov 

Maryland Tree Law   

In Maryland, a property owner may utilize “self-help” to trim back at the   

property line any tree branches or roots encroaching from an adjoining      

property.  This includes trimming overhanging branches located above the 

ground that break the imaginary plane located along the property line. The 

exception is that any trimming of  encroaching branches or roots must not be so 

severe as to threaten the health of the adjoining property owner’s tree or other 

vegetation.  If a tree straddles the property line, it is considered jointly owned 

by both neighbors and both must agree to any removal or pruning of the  

boundary line tree, unless the tree immediately presents an unsafe               

condition. Another exception to the self-help remedy exists with regard to 

roadside trees.  Any person who desires to cut down or trim any roadside tree 

must apply to either the Maryland Department of Natural Resources or the 

local government (county or municipality) for a permit. Permits are not      

required to trim a tree that is uprooted or has branches broken so as to endanger 

persons or property unless local ordinances state otherwise.  Roadside trees are 

typically located within the unimproved portion of the public right-of-way. 

However, one should check with the Town and/or a recorded plot to determine 

the exact location of the property lines. When dealing with dead trees, the 

owner on whose property the dead tree stands may have a duty to prevent   

injury to neighbors or passersby where the tree poses a danger.  The owner of 

an urban tree, such as in Forest Heights, typically has a higher legal duty to use    

reasonable care to protect the safety of others.  If an urban   property owner had 

notice or was otherwise made aware of a dangerous tree condition, he or she 

would be held responsible for any damages or  injuries to unsuspecting persons 

or property caused by fallen dead branches.  If the fallen tree or branch occurs 

without prior notice or occurs to a healthy tree, it is often referred to as an “Act 

of God” and the owner is typically not considered to be liable.         

 

Forest Heights Notary  
9 am - 4 pm Monday - Friday 


